BACKGROUND                  5!
Coming from a Jewish family, he was bred
amongst all the riches of French intellectual
life and is deeply imbued with the culture
of his country; he will die if its present
eclipse should become permanent. He took
to the law and became a legal expert of
high standing. He started writing as a
literary critic, and his reviews made him
a reputation. He was conversant with
modern philosophy, and one of his early
books was " On matrimony ", putting for-
ward the idea of marriage on probation*
He became a Socialist through his lofty
sense of justice, applying it to the miseries
and conflicts of mankind and generalising
his own high moral standards.
He is indeed a great moral personality,
one of the finest characters to be found
amongst political leaders. The movement
of his tall, slim body is nervous yet graceful;
his delicate health is a counterfoil to his
delicate feelings. Never has a stronger
brain been tied to a more sensitive nervous
system. I have seen him cry at meetings;
and there was nothing shocking about this
weeping man. He wins intellectual admira-
tion and personal affection; but he is no
leader of men and masses. He is not strong
enough for that, and maybe he is, in all